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Prescribed subject 3: The move to global war

Read sources | to L in the source booklet and answer questions 9 to 12. The sources and questions

relate to case study 1: Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931-1941) — Responses: League of Nations.
and the Lytton Report.

10.

.

12.

(a) What, according to Source J, was Japan's attitude toward Manchuria/Manchukuo and
China?

(b)  What does Source L suggest about the position of Japan and the League of Nations
regarding the Manchurian

‘With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the value and limitations of
‘Source J for an historian studying Japan's response to the Lytton Report in the early 19305.

Compare and contrast what Sources | and K reveal about Japanese actions in China.

Using the sources and your own knowledge, discuss the view that the ineffectual response of
the League of Nations was the main factor in encouraging Japanese expansion in China.

“
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Source K Ryoichi Tobe, a professor of the history of modern Japan, witng in the chapter
“The Manchurian Incident {0 the Second Sino—Japanese War” n the Japan-China
Jint History Research Report (2011).

“The Guangdong [Kwantung] Army confinued it advance into Chinese terrory . To serve as head
of the new state, the Japanese took the deposed Chinese enperor Puyi out of Tianjin under cover of
rits that the Japanese staged inthe cty and brought him to Manchuria. Japanis positon that i acted
in sef-defence o protectfs ow inferests thus began folose credibilty, and the League of Natons:
rew increasingly suspicious. On October 24 1831] the League Council voted for the withdrawal of
Japanese troops by a specifc deadine, but Japan's opposition alone defeated the resoluion. Finaly,
wih Japan's agreement,the League Counci decided on December 10 fo send a comimission o the
scene 1o investigate, and deferred any decision unl the invesiigation was completed ..t [fesuling]
Lytion Report refuseid t recognize the Guangdang Army's actions folowing the Manchurian Incident as
legitmate self-defence, nor did i accept the clam that Manchukuo had been borm from a spontaneous
independence movement
Souree: adapte o Sapan-China Jint sty Research Reprt March 201 The Manchuran et
"2 e Second Sno Japanese by Tobe S sy ofForsin A Japan.
i machagojpHeginss-pacichnalpsiopn_mch_ent o]
Source L Bermard Partidge, a cartoonist, depictsthe response of the League of Nations.
to1the Manchurian criss in the cartoon “The Command Coureous” or the.
Briish magazine Punch (12 October 1832). The wording on the woman's cap's.
“League of Natons", on the newspaper,-Lyton Report,on the dog, “Japan” and
the bone, “Manchuria’. The capton s “League of Nations, ‘Good dog—drop ™
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Prescribed subject 3: The move to global war

Read sources | to L and answer questions 9 to 12 The sources and questions relate to case study 1
Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931-1941) — Responses: League of Nations and the Lytton Report.

Source | ‘The Lytton Report (4 September 1932).

Without declaration of war, a large area of what was indisputably Chinese territory has been forcibly
seized and occupied by the armed forces of Japan and has, in consequence of this operation,

been separated from and declared independent of the rest of China. The steps by which this was
‘accomplished are claimed by Japan to have been consistent with the obligations of the Covenant of the
League of Nations, the Kellogg-Briand Pact and the Nine-Power Treaty of Washington, all of which were
designed to prevent action of this kind ... The justifcation has been that al the miltary operations have
been legitimate acts of self-defence, the right of which is implicit in all the multiateral treaties mentioned
above, and was not taken away by any of the resolutions of the Council of the League. Further, the
‘administration which has been substituted for that of China in Manchuria i justified on the grounds that
its establishment was the act of the local population, who spontaneously asserted their independence,
severed all connection with China and estabiished their own government. Such a genine independence
movement, it is claimed, is not prohibited by any intemational treaty or by any of the resolutions of the
Councilof the League of Nations.

[Source: The Lyton Report (4 September 1932). Copyright Unitd Nations Archives st Geneva.]

Source J Cholyuro Kadono, a leading Japanese businessman and commentator,
who had significant interests in Manchuria and China, writing in the article
“ABusinessman’s View of the Lytton Report”in the Japanese magazine Gaiko
Jiho (November 1932).

As has been officially declared by the Imperial Govemment more than once, Japan has no territorial
ambitions in Manchuria. Japan has given formal recognition to Manchuria as an independent state
[Manchukuo, assuring it full opportunity for growth and organization ... At the same time, Japan hopes,
thereby to rescue Manchukuo from the destruction caused by China's internal disorders and give

it opportunity to attain free development, so that it may be able to play it part in easing the world's
economic diffculty by offering a very safe and valuable market in the Far East. This aspect of Japan's
policy should have been quite clear to the Lytton Commission. But unfortunately, the Lytton Report
makes an altogether inadequate estimate of Manchuria’s econommic value, and entirely fails to do justice
o the previously mentioned motive of Japan in recognizing Manchukuo .. Japan is fully prepared, in
view of the position she rightly occupies among the nations of the world, to do her bestto support China.
i her work of unification and reconstruction to the end that peace may thereby be assured in the Far
East. This aspect of Japan's policy should have been quite clear to the Lytton Commission.

[Source: adapted from A businessman's view of the Lyton Report, Chokiuro Kadono, published in The Herald of Asia,
Tokyo October 1232: nip:/dgialrapasory incal. aculcgiviewcontent ogatle=1083acontext-moore]




