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Extended Essay
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(Title: Subtitle)
1 Introduction
Context
· Explicitly state your research question and provide some context that positions your question within existing knowledge
· In relation to your research question, what theories, critical approaches, methods or factors already exist? (Language Hint: WHILE/WHEREAS/HOWEVER)
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Outline of argument
· Provide a thesis statement/main position in response to your research question
· State which aspects, factors or key features you will be focusing on 
(MUST follow same order here as when they are presented as body paragraphs/sections)
· (Language Hint: “This essay seeks to challenge…and instead argue that…”
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Scope
· How have you managed to answer your research question?
· What source material has been used?
· What scientific, if any, have been followed?
· What critical interpretations have been challenged?
· Which authors, theories or methods have been used? 
· (Language Hint: “This essay will also simultaneously explore…while relying on the works of…”)
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Worthiness: 
· Why is your research question worthy of investigation?
· (Language Hint: “This research question is worthy of investigation because…”)
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2. Methodology
2.1 General Research Methodology
· What approach did you take to answer the question.
· How was data collected (if appropriate)?
· How did you balance primary and secondary data (if possible)?
· What sources did you rely on and why?
· What sources did you exclude and why?
· What flaws exist in your methodology?

GUIDANCE PAGE: Body Structure, Reporting Verbs & Linking Words
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3.1 ‘Section Heading’
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Thesis Statement/Topic Sentence: 
· What is the point/issue to be addressed in this section? 
WRITE HERE:
Development: 
· Explain the thesis statement in greater detail.
WRITE HERE:
Evidence/Events/Examples: 
- Provide evidence to support your sub-argument.
WRITE HERE:
Balance: 
· Offer an opposing argument to show multiple perspectives, followed by a counter-argument to enforce your point.
WRITE HERE:
Analysis: 
· How does the above information link back to your topic sentence and core research question?
WRITE HERE:

3.2 ‘Section Heading’
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Thesis Statement/Topic Sentence: 
· What is the point/issue to be addressed in this section? 
WRITE HERE:
Development: 
· Explain the thesis statement in greater detail.
WRITE HERE:
Evidence/Events/Examples: 
- Provide evidence to support your sub-argument.
WRITE HERE:
Balance: 
· Offer an opposing argument to show multiple perspectives, followed by a counter-argument to enforce your point.
WRITE HERE:
Analysis: 
· How does the above information link back to your topic sentence and core research question?
WRITE HERE:

3.3 ‘Section Heading’
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Thesis Statement/Topic Sentence: 
· What is the point/issue to be addressed in this section? 
WRITE HERE:
Development: 
· Explain the thesis statement in greater detail.
WRITE HERE:
Evidence/Events/Examples: 
- Provide evidence to support your sub-argument.
WRITE HERE:
Balance: 
· Offer an opposing argument to show multiple perspectives, followed by a counter-argument to enforce your point.
WRITE HERE:
Analysis: 
· How does the above information link back to your topic sentence and core research question?
WRITE HERE:

3.4 ‘Section Heading’
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Thesis Statement/Topic Sentence: 
· What is the point/issue to be addressed in this section? 
WRITE HERE:
Development: 
· Explain the thesis statement in greater detail.
WRITE HERE:
Evidence/Events/Examples: 
- Provide evidence to support your sub-argument.
WRITE HERE:
Balance: 
· Offer an opposing argument to show multiple perspectives, followed by a counter-argument to enforce your point.
WRITE HERE:
Analysis: 
· How does the above information link back to your topic sentence and core research question?
WRITE HERE:

3.5 ‘Section Heading’
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Thesis Statement/Topic Sentence: 
· What is the point/issue to be addressed in this section? 
WRITE HERE:
Development: 
· Explain the thesis statement in greater detail.
WRITE HERE:
Evidence/Events/Examples: 
- Provide evidence to support your sub-argument.
WRITE HERE:
Balance: 
· Offer an opposing argument to show multiple perspectives, followed by a counter-argument to enforce your point.
WRITE HERE:
Analysis: 
· How does the above information link back to your topic sentence and core research question?
WRITE HERE:

Conclusion
· Summarise key points raised in the main body.
WRITE HERE: 
· Synthesis key points into a final analysis.
WRITE HERE: 
· Answer your research question.
WRITE HERE: 
· Acknowledge limitations and possible future research opportunities.
WRITE HERE: 
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· Use Easybib/Noodletools
· Double-check against ‘MLA 9th Edition’ guidelines (Google, Library and Next Page)
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1st Author Last Name, First Name, Second Author First Name Last Name. “Title of Article.” Journal Title, vol. #, no. #, year of publication, page number(s). Database Title, DOI (if available) or URL (without http://) or Permalink. Access Date.

Author’s last name, First name. Title of the Book. Publisher, Year published. Title of Website or database, URL.

Author’s Last name, First name. “Title of chapter or section.” Title of the Book, edited by First name Last name, Publisher, Year published, page number(s).

Author’s Last name, First name. “Title of the Article or Individual Page.” Title of the Website, Name of the Publisher, Date of Publication in Day Month Year format, URL.

Last name, First name, and First Name Last Name. “Title of Webpage.” Title of Website, Publisher, Date Published in Day Month Year format, URL.

First listed author’s Last name, First name, et al. “Title of Web Page.” Title of Website, Publisher, Date published in Day Month Year format, URL.
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...this essay seeks to challenge the orthodox interpretation offered
by Kennedy and instead argue that Muawiya’s success owes much

to the changing socio-economic dynamics among Arab tribesmen
within the newly formed Islamic Empire ...
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...the essay will also simultaneously explore what other factors,
including the governorship of Syria, the conflict with Byzantium,
the dwindling role of the Ansar, and the role of the Kharijites

played in helping Muawiya take over the Caliphate while relying
on the works of principal historians such as Kennedy, Shaban,
Armstrong and Hawting.





image4.png
...this research question is worthy of investigation because
Muawiya’s rise to the caliphate marks a significant turning point
in the development of the Islamic Empire during the seventh
century and beyond. It established the tradition of dynastic

and monarchic succession that would become commonplace

in the ensuing centuries ... the role played by Caliph Ali in
supplanting the Rashidun model with a dynastic model is of
critical significance to this early medieval period as it created the
conditions for the schism between Sunni and Shi‘a practices ...
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The following list gives some indication of what is considered grounds
for worthiness of investigation and what is not.

e The question has contemporary application (for example, environmental benefits)

e The issues the question explores are controversial in nature (that is, they generate debate and have differing
opinions relating to them rather than being simply scandalous in nature)

e The conclusion to this question may shed light on other areas or issues

e The investigation challenges existing theories or viewpoints

e The investigation explores the validity or reliability of a chosen theory or approach
e The question has not been covered orinvestigated before

e The question relates to a core field of contemporary research

e The topicis importantin a geo-political sense as it affects X and Y groups of people

e The conclusions arrived atwill enable greater understanding of the topic

e The conclusions arrived at will clarify existing misconceptions
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Although there is no hard and fast rule for this, the table below lists the
most commonly seen approaches when it comes to structuring an essay
in a particular subject (or topic area):

Literature Free-flow

Language or culture Sub-headings, chapters, free-flow
Humanities Sub-headings, chapters
Sciences Sub-headings, chapters
Mathematics Sub-headings, chapters

Arts Sub-headings, chapters, free-flow
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i.  when building up an argument

ii. whendrawing comparisons

when highlighting contrasts

iv. whenindicating both
similarities and/or differences

v. when providing reasons ora
rationale

vi. when explaining results

vii. when citing examples

viii. when arriving at conclusions

and, also, as well as, moreover, further, furthermore, in addition, additionally,
next, secondly, thirdly, in conjunction

similarly, likewise, in the same way, equally, challenging

although, for all that, however, on the contrary, conversely, otherwise, yet,
but, even so, despite

yet, even so, despite, notwithstanding

for this reason, to this end, for this purpose, because, since, so that

as, as a consequence, as a result, hence, therefore, thus, inevitably, so

forexample, for instance, in other words, by way of illustration, such as, this
demonstrates, which can be seen in, as cited by

as has been noted, finally, in brief, in short, to summarize, consequently,
therefore, in conclusion, in other words, accordingly
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verbs that present the
author’s viewpoint

verbs that offer a neutral or
objective assessment

provide insightinto the

thoughts and feelings of the
author

other useful verbs

Jeffery (1997) argues ...
Henderson (2014) conceded ...
Chittenden (1998) describes ...
Halstead (1992) defines ...

Santrampurwala (1999) contested ...

Mc Mullen (2010) investigated ...
Richardson (1996) believes ...
Analysed

Claimed

Compared

Commented

Concluded

Criticized

Demonstrated

Discussed

lllustrated

Thurston [2001) disputes ...
Birimac (2011) reinforced ...
Pagomenakis (2004) states ...
Jones (1999] highlights ...

Mc Glinchey (2000) evaluated ...
Bell (1978) estimated ...
Rees (2003) recognizes ...
Indicated

Noted

Observed

Pointed out

Reported

Showed

Suggested

Validated

Verified
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1.

Aresponse to the actual question on your title page [ensure you have
not drifted into responding to a slightly different question or focus).

. Comment on any inconclusive findings or multiple interpretations if that

is what your research has indicated.

. Disprove your core thesis if your evidence has led you to this

conclusion.

Offer an evaluation of the value and limitations of the methodology,
process or sources you have utilized.

. Mention any unresolved or additional questions that have arisen as a

result of your research and why their answer goes beyond the remit of
the current work.

. Summarize the key points raised in the main body and synthesize

them into a final analysis.

Avoid:

i,

Introducing any new material (this includes quotes not seen before in
the essay).

. Offering no conclusion whatsoever (you should offer a resolution even if

itis partial orincomplete).

. Including any emative or personal statements.
. Including any accusations (it is not your role to judge).

. Answering a question that s different to the one on the cover.
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MLA: Websites

You may nee

- Author.

- Title of source.

- Title of the container,

- Other contributors (names and roles),
- Version,

- Number,

- Publisher,

- Publication Date,

- Location of the source
(such as URL or page range).

Citing websites with an author

Author’s Last name, First name. “Title of the Article or Individual Page.” Title of the Website,
Name of the Publisher, Date of Publication in Day Month Year format, URL.

(McNary)
Citing websites with 2 authors

e TN,

Last name, First name of Author 1, and First Name Last Name of Author 2. “Title of Web
Page.” Title of Website, Publisher, Date Published in Day Month Year format, URL.

(Wadhwa and Salkever)
ing websites with 3+ authors

(Last Name 1 etal.)
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MLA: Books

You may need:

- Author’s name
Title of book
- Publisher of the book
- Year published
- Books on Websites, or books in databases:
Name of Website or database
URL
- E-books:
Name of e-book device
~Translated or edited books:
Name of the translator or editor
- Chapters:
Name of ook editor or author
Name of chapter author
Page numbers or ranges used
- Volume number of the book
- Abook published prior to 1900, has versions
that are different in different countries, or is a
rare book:
City the book was published in

INCLUDE PAGE NUMBER ON
IN-TEXT CITATION

Basic, in pi

Author’s last name, First name. Title of the Book. Publisher, Year published.

Book found on a website or database

Author’s last name, First name. Title of the Book. Publisher, Year published. Title of
Website or database, URL.

*Remove http:// and https:// from the URL.

Author’s last name, First name. Title of the e-Book. Name of e-reader device, Publisher,
Year published.

Chapter of a book

Author’s Last name, First name. “Title of chapter or section.” Title of the Book, edited by
First name Last name, Publisher, Year published, page number(s).
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MLA: Journals

You may need:

- Author names
~Title of article

Title of Journal (the Container)

- Volume and issue number

- Date of publication

- Page numbers

- Database (the 2nd Container)

- DOI, URL or Permalink.

- Date of access (optional, but should be

included if the information has no
publication date listed.)

INCLUDE PAGE NUMBER ON
IN-TEXT CITATION

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Journal Title, vol. #, no. #, year, page
number(s). Database Title, DOI (if available) or URL (without http://) or Permalink. Access Date
(optional).

1st Author Last Name, First Name, Second Author First Name Last Name. “Title of Article.” Journal
Title, vol. #, no. #, year of publication, page number(s). Database Title, DOI (if available) or URL
(without http://) or Permalink. Access Date (optional).

NOT from online database

Last, First M. “Article title.” Journal Title. Series vol. #, no. #, Year Published, page numbers. Website
URL.

Last, First M. “Article Title.” Journal Title vol. #, no. #, Year Published, page numbers.
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Muawiya'’s accession to the caliphate is a hotly debated topic among
historians with some, such as Kennedy, arguing that he owes his
elevation to the weakness of opposition as reflected in the figure of
Caliph Ali, while others, such as Shaban, arguing that his success
owes itself in large measure to the tangible economic benefits that
support for Muawiya provided the Arab tribes ...





